
4th Grade Writing Unit Overview 

Quarter Unit Name Brief Unit 

Description 

Priority Standards Addressed Supporting Standards 

Addressed 

1 Writing 

Foundations 

In this unit, students will: 

 Distinguish 

between the 

different types of 

simple sentences. 

 Use capitalization 

rules. 

 Identify and use 

parts of speech 

correctly in their 

writing. 

 Show knowledge 

of writing 

conventions 

within their 

writing activities. 

*4L1Bc - In written text, insert a comma 

before a coordinating conjunction in a 

compound sentence. 

 

*4L1Be - In written text, use correct 

capitalization. 

 

*4L1Ah - In speech and written form, apply 

standard English grammar to: produce and 

expand the four types of simple and 

compound sentences. (Declarative, 

imperative, exclamatory, interrogative) 

 

*4W1C- Reread, revise, and edit drafts with 

assistance to: 

a. Develop and strengthen writing by 

revising 

  main idea 

 Sequence (ideas) 

 Focus 

 beginning/middle/end 

 details/facts (from multiple 

sources, when appropriate) 

 Word choice (related to topic) 

 Sentence structure 

 Transitions 

 Audience and purpose 

 voice 

*4L1Aa- In speech and written 

form, apply standard English 

grammar to: use the “be” 

helping verbs with “ing” verbs. 

 

4L1Ae-Communicate in 

speech and written form using 

subject/verb agreement with 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd person 

pronouns. 

 

*4L1Ai- In speech and written 

form, apply standard English 

grammar to:  correct sentence 

fragments and run on sentences 

in writing. 

 

*4L1Ba - the student will write 

legibly 

 

*4L1Bd- In written text: 

capitalize proper adjectives. 

 

*4W1Aa-selecting a genre 

appropriate for conveying the 

purpose to an intended 

audience  

 



b. Edit for language conventions *4W1Ad -using a prewriting 

strategy 

 

 *4W1Da- use technology, 

including the Internet, to 

produce and publish writing 

 

3 Opinion 

Writing 

In this Unit, 

students will 

compose, revise, 

edit, and publish 

opinion writing 

pieces. 

*4W1B - Appropriate to genre type, develop a draft 

from prewriting by: 

*a - generating a main idea to support a multiple-

paragraph text, using a variety 

of sentence types, including compound 

*b - establishing and supporting a main idea with 

an overall topic sentence at, or near, the beginning of 

the first paragraph 

*c- categorizing, organizing, and sequencing facts, 

details, and/or events into a text (from sources when 

appropriate) into clear introductory, supporting, and 

concluding paragraphs  

*d - addressing an appropriate audience 

 

*4W2A - Write opinion texts that: 

*a - introduce a topic or text being studied, using an 

introductory paragraph  

*b - state an opinion or establish a position and 

provide reasons for the opinion/position supported 

by facts and details  

*c -use specific and accurate words that are related 

to the topic, audience, and purpose 

*4W1Ad -using a prewriting 

strategy 

 

*4W1Ca -Reread, revise, and 

edit drafts with assistance 

to:  develop and strengthen 

writing by revising main 

idea, sequence (ideas), focus, 

beginning/middle 

/end, details/facts (from 

multiple sources, when 

appropriate), word choice 

(related to the topic), sentence 

structure, transitions, audience 

and purpose, voice 

 

*4W1Cb - edit for language 

conventions  

 

*4W1Db - demonstrate 

sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page, ideally 

in a single sitting 



*d - contain information using student’s original 

language except when using direct quotation from a 

source 

*e-reference the name of the author(s) or name of 

the source used for details or facts included in the 

text 

*f - use transitions to connect opinion and reason 

*g - organize the supporting details/reasons into 

introductory, supporting, and concluding paragraphs 

 

 

*4L1Bh - In written text, 

alphabetize reference sources 

 

*4SL4Ab - using efficient 

presentation skills with 

available resources   

 

*4SL4Ad - giving a formal 

presentation to classmates, 

using a variety of media 

 

*4SL4Ae - adjust 

formal/informal language 

according to context and topic 

2 Narrative 

Writing 

In this unit, 

students will 

compose, revise, 

edit, and publish 

narrative writing 

pieces. 

*4W2C - Write fiction or nonfiction narratives and 

poems that: 

*a - establish a setting and situation/topic and 

introduce a narrator and/or characters 

*b-   use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 

motivation, and descriptions   

*c - organize an event sequence that unfolds 

naturally to establish a beginning/middle/ end 

*d - use a variety of transitions to manage the 

sequence of events  

*e - use specific, relevant, and accurate words that 

are suited to the topic, audience, and purpose 

 

 

*4L1Ab - In speech and 

written form, use and order 

adjectives within sentences to 

conventional patterns. 

 

*4L1Ac - In speech and 

written form, use progressive 

verbs to show past, present, 

and future. 

 

*4L1Ad - In speech and 

written form, use adverbs 

correctly. 

 

*4L1Af - In speech and written 

form, use prepositions 

correctly. 



 

*4L1Ag - In speech and 

written form, recognize the 

difference between and use 

coordinating conjunctions and 

subordinating conjunctions. 

 

*4L1Bb -  In written text, 

punctuate a dialogue between 2 

or more characters.  

 

*4W1Ad -using a prewriting 

strategy 

 

*4W1Ca -Reread, revise, and 

edit drafts with assistance 

to:  develop and strengthen 

writing by  

revising  main idea,  sequence 

(ideas),  focus, 

beginning/middle 

/end,  details/facts (from 

multiple sources, when 

appropriate),  word choice 

(related to the topic),  sentence 

structure,  transitions,  audience 

and purpose, voice 

 

*4W1Cb -  edit for language 

conventions  

 

*4W1Db - demonstrate 

sufficient command of 



keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page, ideally 

in a single sitting 

 

*4SL4Ae - speaking with 

expression and fluency 

 

4 Informative/ 

Explanatory 

Writing  

In this unit, 

students will 

compose, revise, 

edit, and publish 

informative 

writing pieces.  

*4W2B - Write informative/explanatory texts that: 

*a - introduce a topic using a topic sentence in an 

introductory paragraph  

*b - develop the topic into supporting paragraphs 

from sources, using topic sentences with facts, 

details, examples, and quotations   

*c - use specific, relevant, and accurate words that 

are suited to the topic, audience, and purpose 

*d - contain information using student’s original 

language except when using direct quotations from a 

source  

*e - use transitions to connect categories of 

information 

*f - use text structures when useful (text features) 

*g -  create a concluding paragraph related to the 

information 

 

*4W3A - apply research process to use information 

from a variety of sources: 

*c - identify a variety of relevant sources, literary 

and informational 

*g - differentiate between paraphrasing and 

plagiarism when using ideas of others  

 

 *4L1Bf - spell words with 

suffixes by dropping or leaving 

the final e 

 

*4L1Bg - spell words ending 

in the long e sound 

 

*4L1Bh - In written text, 

alphabetize reference sources 

 

*4L1Bi - use combined 

knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication 

patterns, and 

morphology   (roots, affixes) to 

read and spell accurately 

unfamiliar multisyllabic words 

in context 

 

*4W1Ab-formulating 

questions related to the topic 

 

*4W1Ac-accessing prior 

knowledge or building 



background knowledge related 

to the topic 

 

*4W1Ad -using a prewriting 

strategy 

 

*4W1Db - demonstrate 

sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum of one page, ideally 

in a single sitting 

 

*4W3Aa - generate a list of 

subject-appropriate topics  

 

*4W3Ab -  create a research 

question to address relevant to 

a chosen topic 

 

*4W3Ad- use organizational 

features of print and digital 

sources efficiently to locate 

information 

 

*4W3Ae - convert 

graphic/visual data into written 

notes 

 

 *4W3Af -determine the 

accuracy of the information 

gathered  

 



*4W3Ah -  record 

bibliographic information from 

sources according to a standard 

format  

 

*4W3Ai - present and evaluate 

how completely, accurately, 

and efficiently the research 

question was explored or 

answered using previously 

established teacher/student 

criteria  

 

*4SL4Aa - paraphrasing 

portions of a text read aloud or 

information presented in 

diverse media and formats 

 

*4SL4Ac - incorporating 

descriptive and sequential 

details in a student-designed or 

teacher-assigned topic 

 


